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READ THIS SYLLABUS CAREFULLY.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KNOWING THIS 
INFORMATION! 
 
 
Prerequisite:  Placement examination, a grade of C- or higher in Math 099, or an SAT Math 
score of 530-570. 
 
Students For Whom This Course is Intended:  This Math 103 course is intended for the student 
who needs to take Math 103 and whose program of studies requires the need for Pre-calculus.  
If your program of studies does not require the need for Pre-calculus then you should 
consider switching to Math 102, Applied Algebra. 
 
Course Description:  An enhancement of algebraic skills including factoring polynomials, 
simplifying rational expressions, solving quadratic and higher order equations, and reasoning 
with linear, quadratic, and higher order polynomial functions.  This course is a prerequisite for 
Math 115, Math 116, Math 119, and Math 124.  No credit given to students with credit for 
Math 115, 116, 119, 123, 124, 125, 135, or 152.  This course can be used for General Education 
credit for Skill Area II but may not be used to meet requirements for a major, a minor, or 
certification in Mathematics.  General education credits will not be given for both Math 102 and 
Math 103. 
 
You must earn a C- or higher in Math 103 to meet the prerequisite for any Skill Area II general 
education course. Note that a grade of B- is a prerequisite for Math 119. 
 
Instructor:  Mr. DiCicco 
 
Email:  rdicicco@ccsu.edu 
 
Office:  MS 211  
 
Office Hours:  TR 7:00 am – 7:55 am in EDB 109 and TR 10:45 am – 11:20 am in MS 211 and by 
appointment.  
 
Textbook: The required text for our class is 'College Algebra', sixth edition by Rockswold.  One 
option is to purchase a hard copy available in the bookstore ($193.32) which also includes an 
access code for ‘MyMathLab’, the online homework system.   A second option is to only 
purchase the access code to ‘MyMathLab’ ($126.65) since the ebook is included with the 
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purchase of ‘MyMathLab’ Note that MyMathLab codes are author specific and purchasing 
them other than at the college bookstore or directly from Pearson means that the code may 
not work in our course.  To enroll in ‘MyMathLab’ go to  www.MyMathLab.com and when you 
register you will need to enter the Course ID which is dicicco46659 
 
Class Meeting Times:  TR 8:00 am -9:15 am in Ebenezer D. Bassett Hall 109 (Attendance will be 
taken) 
 
Course Requirements:  Attend and participate in class regularly, complete homework 
assignments as assigned, and take quizzes and tests as scheduled.  A general rule for any 
college course is that you are expected to put in at least 2 hours of work outside of class for 
every hour in class. 
 
Calculator Use:  A graphing calculator is required for this course.  I will be using a TI-84 Plus.  
Note that certain problems on quizzes and exams will require its use. 
 
Cell phones and other communication devices:  Cell phones and other communication devices 
are not to be used during class, exams, or quizzes unless special accommodations are necessary 
or have been authorized by the instructor.  NO TEXTING IS PERMITTED WHILE CLASS IS IN 
SESSION. 
 
University Policies: 
 

1. You must take the final examination at the time specified in the course selection book  
which is Thursday, December 9.  Schedule of Other Important Dates:  The tentative 
dates of the exams are 9/30/2021 and 11/04/2021. 

 
2. The last day to withdraw from a course without instructor approval is Wednesday, 

November 17. It is strongly recommended that students consult with their academic 
advisors prior to deciding to withdraw.  Cessation of attendance, notice to the 
instructor, or telephone calls to the Enrollment Center are not considered official notice 
of a student’s intention to drop the course.   
 
After November 17,  withdrawals are allowed only under extenuating circumstances and 
require approval of the course instructor and the department chair.  Poor academic 
performance is not considered an extenuating circumstance. 

 
3. If you are a student with a documented disability, and would like to request academic 

accommodations, you are encouraged to contact Student Disability Services (SDS) at 
860-832-1952, or email disabilityservices@ccsu.edu.  Please visit the SDS website at 
http://www.ccsu.edu/sds/ to download an Intake form and documentation 
requirements.  Once approved, SDS suggests that students discuss their approved 
accommodations with their professors, as well as any other additional medical 
emergency needs.  Temporary impairments may also qualify for accommodations.  
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Central Connecticut State University provides reasonable accommodations in 
accordance with the Americans with Disability Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act for students with documented disabilities on an individual basis. 
 

4. "Covid19 Measures: 
 
a. Getting fully vaccinated: Vaccines are safe and effective and readily available. The 
Board of Regents that governs CCSU has determined that a vaccine mandate is in force 
for Fall 2021. The university has organized free walk-up clinics on campus for those not 
yet vaccinated and is offering the possibility of gift cards as well. For full 
details:  https://www.ccsu.edu/blueprint/get-vaccinated.html 
 
b. Wearing face masks: Protecting ourselves and each other requires measures to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, which is an airborne virus. Wearing face masks of an 
approved character significantly reduces both the possibility of someone infected 
spreading the virus, and others not infected from contracting it. CCSU has adopted a 
policy requiring the wearing of appropriate face masks by all members of the 
community, and in particular students and faculty while in class or in buildings. The 
campus community is strongly encouraged to purchase their own masks.  Bandanas, 
scarves, mesh masks, or stretched shirts are not considered safe alternatives. Masks 
must cover the nose and mouth and have tension that reasonably seals both the top 
and bottom of the mask. The fabric or filter system must meet CDC guidelines.  Mask 
dispensing stations will be available on campus at the University’s four former 
smoking huts. During the first week of classes there will also be tents located outside 
of buildings to provide masks and informational brochures. Anyone coming to class 
without an approved face mask will be required to obtain one at the “mask station” 
nearest our building and wear it as indicated above.  Failure to do so will result in 
further action being taken. 
 
c. Getting tested if exposed: If you learn that you have been in contact with anyone who 
has become infected, you need to get tested to determine if you have also been 
infected. Even a brief encounter may result in infection, given the communicability of 
the Delta variant. Testing is free and simple. You can find a testing center (e.g., CVS or 
Walgreen’s) online, or purchase a home testing kit. Do not come to class until you have 
recorded a negative test result. 
 
d. Isolating if you have symptoms: If you have any symptoms, including flu-like 
symptoms, loss of sense of taste or smell, or any other symptom associated with COVID-
19, you must immediately inform university authorities and follow quarantine 
procedures and stay home until your symptoms cease and you test negative for COVID-
19. If your symptoms are significant, do not hesitate to contact a physician for medical 
advice and care, or go to a health care clinic near your home. 
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5. Central Connecticut State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work 
and study for faculty, staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited 
discrimination and harassment based upon age; ancestry, color; gender identity and 
expression; intellectual disability; learning disability; mental disorder; physical disability; 
marital status, national origin; race; religious creed; sex, (including pregnancy, 
transgender status, sexual harassment and sexual assault); sexual orientation; or any 
other status protected by federal or state laws.  Any student who has concerns should 
contact the Office of Equity & Inclusion (OEI) at 860-832-1652, Student Affairs at  
860-832-1601, or his/her faculty member.  The OEI is located on the main floor of 
Davidson Hall, room 119. 

 
6. Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) will not tolerate sexual misconduct against 

students, staff, faculty, or visitors in any form, including but not limited to: sexual 
assault, sexual exploitation, sexual harassment or stalking, as defined in CCSU  
policies.  For additional information, please consult the CCSU policies at 
http://www.ccsu.edu/diversity/policies/index.html.  All faulty members and staff have 
a duty to report incidents of sexual harassment including sexual misconduct, intimate 
partner violence and stalking to Pamela Whitley, Title IX Officer, Office of Equity & 
Inclusion, Davidson Hall, 119 

 
To file a report, contact: Equity & Inclusion (860-832-1652), Student Conduct  
(860-832-1667) or Student Affairs (860-832-1601).  For criminal complaints, contact the 
University Police (860-832-2375). 
 
For support and advocacy contact: Office of Victim Advocacy at 860-832-3795; Student 
Wellness Services at 860-832-1945 (confidential); Women’s Center at 860-832-1655; the 
local YWCA’s Sexual Assault Crisis Services Hotline at 860-223-1787 (confidential) and 
Prudence Crandall Center for Domestic Violence (confidential) at 888-774-2900 (24-hour 
hotline). 

 
7.  All students are expected to demonstrate integrity in the completion of their 

coursework. Academic integrity means doing one's own work and giving proper credit to 
the work and ideas of others. It is the responsibility of each student to become familiar 
with what constitutes academic dishonesty and plagiarism and to avoid all forms of 
cheating and plagiarism. Students who engage in plagiarism and other forms of 
academic misconduct will face academic and possibly disciplinary consequences. 
Academic sanctions can range from a reduced grade for the assignment to a failing 
grade for the course. From a disciplinary standpoint, an Academic Misconduct Report 
may be filed and a Faculty Hearing Board may impose sanctions such as probation, 
suspension or expulsion.  
For further information on academic misconduct and its consequences, please consult 
the Student Code of Conduct (http://www.ccsu.edu/StudentConduct) and the Academic 
Misconduct Policy (http://www.ccsu.edu/AcademicIntegrity/). 
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Resources Available: 
 

1. If you need help, take advantage of my office hours.  Do not wait until just before a test 
to do so. 

 
2. A list of private tutors for hire is available in the math department office, Room 128, 

Marcus White, 832-2835. 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
Minimum averages have been established for each of these grades: 
 
A   93%     B+  87%  C+  77%  D+  67% 
A-  90%  B    83%  C    73%  D    63% 
   B-   80%  C-   70%  D-   60% 
 
 
The average for the course will be based on the following weights:  There will be 3 exams given, 
one of which is the final.  The 2 class exams will each count 22% and the final will count 25% of 
the final grade.  Occasionally there will be short and unannounced quizzes given with 
problems taken from the homework assignment due that day (numerical values in problems 
chosen might be changed). The lowest quiz grade will be dropped, and the resulting quiz 
average will count 16% of the final grade. The online homework grade will count the remaining 
15%.   The grade on the final, if to your advantage, will replace the lowest in-class test score.  
Note:  There are no make-up exams or make-up quizzes allowed.  Therefore, if one regular in-
class exam is missed then the grade will be entered as a 0 and the grade on the final will 
replace that grade.  If two in-class exams are missed or the final exam is missed the grade for 
the course will be an automatic F.  Any quizzes missed exceeding the one that will be 
dropped, as indicated earlier, will be recorded as a 0. 
 
In order to earn a grade of C- or higher in this course, your overall average must be at least 
70% (C-) and your score on the final examination must be at least 60%.  (The 60% minimum 
has been set by the Department of Mathematical Sciences.) 
 
No Extra-Credit Assignments will be given to improve a student’s grade.  Students are 
expected to satisfactorily complete all assigned work including:  homework, quizzes, labs, 
tests, and final exam, on the dates they are due, to successfully pass the course. 


