
CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of Mathematical Sciences

Course Title: Introduction to Abstract Algebra,
MATH 366 - 01 – Fall 2021

Credits: 4

Prerequisite: MATH 218 (C- or higher).

Course Description: Abstract Algebra is a fun-
damental discipline that plays an important role in
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, and other
sciences. This course introduces students to the
fundamental concepts in abstract algebra, such as
groups, subgroups, factor groups, isomorphisms, ho-
momorphisms, rings and fields. The course requires
students to understand and write rigorous proofs.
Some remarkable applications of groups will be dis-
cussed.

Instructor: Nelson Castaneda
Office: Marcus White 123
Phone: 860 832-2851
Email: castanedan@ccsu.edu

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:15
to 1:30 PM, and Thursdays from 6:30 to 9 PM. We
can arrange to meet at other times when necessary.

Textbook: I will provide notes for the course. It
is good to also acquire a book for further reading. I
recommend A First Course in Abstract Algebra, 7th
edition, by John B. Fraleigh. Most of the material
we cover this semester is contained in the first four
chapters of Fraleigh’s book.

Class Meeting Times: Mondays and Wednesdays
from 4:30 to 6:10 PM in Ebenezer D. Bassett Hall
206.

Covid Measures In class we are required to wear
masks and to obey the 3 feet social distancing guide-
lines. Please read the University Health and Safety
Protocols for general guidelines.

Course Requirements: Attend and participate in
class regularly; complete homework assignments; take
tests as scheduled. A general rule for any college

course is that you are expected to put in at least 2
hours of work outside of class for every hour in class.

Latex typing system. A few of the homework as-
signments must be typed using LATEX and must be
uploaded to a folder that will be created specifically
for that purpose. There is a free integrated TeX pack-
age manager called MiKTex that you can download
from here free of charge. MiKTex has a TeX editor
but I recommend other more friendly and also free of
charge editors such as TeXstudio.

Assessment: There will be a set of homework as-
signments, a Midterm test, and a Final Exam. Class
participation and effort is worth 5%, Homework is
worth 35%. The Midterm test is worth 30% and is
given on Wednesday, October 22. The final exam is
cumulative, is worth 30 %, and is given on Monday,
December 13 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.

The minimum averages to determine the letter grades
are as follows:
A 93% A- 90% B+ 87% B 83% B- 80% C+ 77% C
73% C- 70% D+ 67% D 63% D- 60%

Final Exam: Monday, December 13 from 5:30 to
7:30 PM.

Resources Available:

1. If you need help, take advantage of your instruc-
tor’s office hours. Do not wait until just before
the first test to do so.

2. The Learning Center is located in Willard -
DiLoreto Hall, Room D 316. Free tutoring is
available. Check the website for schedule and
further information.

3. A list of private tutors for hire is available in
the math department website.

https://www.ccsu.edu/blueprint/files/BlueprintFlier2021.pdf
https://www.ccsu.edu/blueprint/files/BlueprintFlier2021.pdf
http://www.ams.org/publications/authors/tex/tex
https://miktex.org/
https://www.texstudio.org/
http://web.ccsu.edu/tlc
http://www.ccsu.edu/mathematics/tutors.html


University Policies:

1. You must take the final examination at the time speci-
fied in the course selection book: Monday, December 13
from 5:30 to 7:30 PM.

2. If you need course adaptations or accommodations be-
cause of a disability, if you have emergency medical
information to share with me, or if you need special
arrangements in case the building must be evacuated,
please make an appointment with me as soon as pos-
sible. My telephone number and office hours are given
above.

I will need a copy of the accommodation letter from Stu-
dent Disability Services in order to arrange your class
accommodations. Contact Student Disability Services,
Willard - DiLoreto Hall, Room W 201, if you are not
already registered with them. Student Disability Ser-
vices maintains the confidential documentation of your
disability and assists you in coordinating reasonable ac-
commodations with your faculty.

3. In the event of a weather emergency which requires cur-
tailment or cancellation of classes, listen to WTIC (1080
AM) or call (860) 832-3333 for the “general snow mes-
sage,” or check the online Cancelation/Delay Informa-
tion.

4. Students may drop full semester courses up to the last
day of the third week of classes in the regular semester.
Courses dropped by Wednesday, September 15 will not
appear on the student’s transcript. Please drop the
course by September 15 if you think that it is not appro-
priate for you. Feel free to stop by my office to discuss
your situation.

5. Students withdrawing from a full semester course after
September 15 through november 17 (through the 12th
week of the semester) may do so by completing a with-
drawal form. A notation of “W” will appear on the stu-
dent transcript. Withdrawals during this time do not
require written authorization; however, it would be pru-
dent for the student to discuss this matter with their
instructor or/and their academic advisor.

6. Forms to either drop or withdraw from a course may
be found on the registrar’s website or obtained in the
registrar’s Office in Willard - DiLoreto Hall, Room D
202.

7. Cessation of attendance, notice to the instructor, or tele-
phone calls to the Enrollment Center are not considered
official notice of a student’s intention to drop the course.
After November 17 withdrawals are allowed only under
extenuating circumstances, only for students who are
passing the course, and require written approval of the
course instructor and the department Chair.

8. Central Connecticut State University (CCSU) will not
tolerate sexual misconduct against students, staff, fac-
ulty, or visitors in any form, including but not limited to:
sexual assault, sexual exploitation, sexual harassment or
stalking, as defined in CCSU policies. For additional in-
formation, please consult the website of the Office for
Equity and Inclusion.

9. You are responsible for understanding and abiding by
the University’s policy on academic integrity. Informa-
tion on the policy may be found at Academic Integrity
Policy. This policy is rigorously enforced by the Depart-
ment of Mathematical Sciences.

10. All students are expected to demonstrate integrity in
the completion of their course work. Academic integrity
means doing one’s own work and giving proper credit
to the work and ideas of others. It is the responsibility
of each student to become familiar with what consti-
tutes academic dishonesty and plagiarism and to avoid
all forms of cheating and plagiarism. Students who en-
gage in plagiarism and other forms of academic miscon-
duct will face academic and possibly disciplinary conse-
quences. Academic sanctions can range from a reduced
grade for the assignment to a failing grade for the course.
From a disciplinary standpoint, an Academic Miscon-
duct Report may be filed and a Faculty Hearing Board
may impose sanctions such as probation, suspension or
expulsion.

11. For further information on academic misconduct and its
consequences, please consult the Student Code of Con-
duct and the Academic Integrity Website.

http://www.ccsu.edu/sds/
http://www.ccsu.edu/cancel/
http://www.ccsu.edu/cancel/
http://docs.ccsu.edu/Course_Drop_Withdrawal.pdf
http://docs.ccsu.edu/Course_Drop_Withdrawal.pdf
http://www.ccsu.edu/registrar/forms.html
http://www.ccsu.edu/diversity/policies/index.html
http://www.ccsu.edu/diversity/policies/index.html
http://www.ccsu.edu/AcademicIntegrity/
http://www.ccsu.edu/AcademicIntegrity/
https://docs.ccsu.edu/Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
https://docs.ccsu.edu/Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
http://www.ccsu.edu/AcademicIntegrity/

